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ABOUT CES

Epoka University Center for European
Studies (CES) is a multi-disciplinary
research program having as its main scope
the improvement of the understanding of
Global Issues and Interdisciplinary studies.

CES is founded on Epoka University’s
regional-renowned teaching reputation
and research excellence. The Center seeks
to encourage programs across disciplines
that increase an understanding of the
diversity of the societies and cultures that
constitute Europe. It examines how
traditional divisions within Europe such as
the ones between North/South and
West/East influence the present
membership in the European Union and
its future expansion and global positioning
as well as how they exclude and will
continue to exclude a number of countries
and their peoples from European “space.”



PREVIOUS EVENTS 
1. International Conference on Balkan Studies (ICBS 2008)

2. The 2nd International Conference on European Studies (ICES 2009) : Political,
Economic and Social Challenges of the Balkan Countries in the Process of European
Integration , Place: Tirana International Hotel, 6-7 November 2009

3. The Conference on Interfaith Dialogue and Religious Tolerance, Epoka University , 7
April 2010

4. The Conference on Albanian Foreign Policy, Epoka University, 04 January 2011

5. The 3rd International Conference on European Studies (ICES 2011) Modern Slavery
in Europe and Beyond, 9 April 2011, Epoka University & Vistulay University,
Warsaw, Poland

6. The 4th International Conference on European Studies (ICES 2013) , Social Economic
and Political Transition of Balkans,Epoka University 8-9 November 2013

7. The 5th International Conference on European Studies (ICES 2015) : " Perspectives of
Integration in the European Union: The Balkans’, 6-7 November 2015, Epoka
University Tirana, Albania

8. The 6th International Conference on European Studies (ICES 2017) : Local Regional
and Global Governance, 5-6 November 2017, Epoka University, Tirane, Albania



ACTIVITY CALENDAR 2017-2018

RESEARCH

• Research Area

• Journal of 
European Social 
Research

• International Project 
Applications

• Best Thesis in 
European Studies

OPEN FORUMS

• Series of Open 
Lectures on EU 
Studies

WORKSHOP AND 
CONFERENCES

• Peace in the 
Balkans,  Peace in 
Europe: Lessons 
Learned

• 7th International 
Conference on 
European Studies



RESEARCH IN CES 

JOURNAL OF 
EUROPEAN SOCIAL 

RESEARCH

BOOK 
PUBLICATIONS

5 RESEARCH AREAS



CES RESEARCH AREAS 
The area of EU enlargement and Integration covers a wide and deep range of topics that study and question the 
enlargement process in different time periods, challenges of integration and transformations it brings to nation 
states and the union itself.

Chair of Research Group: Dr. Islam Jusufi Contact: ijusufi@epoka.edu.alEU Enlargement and Integration

The area of EU Strategy for Environmental Protection aims to promote scientific solutions that help to reach the 
balance between economic development and environmental safety. It covers the research of actors, instruments 
and implementation mechanisms that drive EU environmental policy and action.

Chair of Research Group: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Salih Ozcan Contact: sozcan@epoka.edu.al
Save the Planet: EU Strategy for 

Environmental Protection

Democracy Assistance has been one of the main pillars making up the foreign policy of internationally influential 
states and organizations. What defines Eu democracy assistance approach? What are the limits of EU normative 
power? How successful has the EU democracy assistance been so far? These are some of the research questions 
that lay within this research area.

Chair of Research Group: Dr. Reina Shehi Contact: rzenelaj@epoka.edu.al
The European Union and Democracy 

Assistance

EU Economic Integration research area aims to cover works that study the relationship between EU integration 
and foreign direct investments, the impact of the process on economic growth, domestic change and as more 
recently noted, migration movements.

Chair of Research Group: Prof. Dr. Gungor Turan Contact: gturan@epoka.edu.al
European Economic Integration: 

Politics & Policy

The center aims to promote research on Peace and Well Being as very new concepts for the Western Balkans 
regions. It strives to offer a deep analysis of the concepts at the European level and to find ways of 
internalization and implementation of the concepts at Western Balkan societies.

Chair of Research Group: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Eglantina Hysa: ehysa@epoka.edu.al

Peace and Well Being in the Western 
Balkans: Peace and Well Being in 

Europe

mailto:ijusufi@epoka.edu.al
mailto:sozcan@epoka.edu.al
mailto:rzenelaj@epoka.edu.al
mailto:gturan@epoka.edu.al
mailto:ehysa@epoka.edu.al


BOOK CHAPTER



DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING IN WESTERN 

BALKANS: EU INTEGRATION PERSPECTIVE 

 

PART I: INTRODUCTION 

I. Defining Development: Moving Toward a Better Future 

Fatbardha Morina (PhD cand.)  

II. Wellbeing Conceptual Framework: What’s next? 

Kriselda Sulce (PhD cand.)  

 

PART II: ANALYZING DEVELOPMENT PERFORMANCE OF WESTERN BALKAN 

REGION 

I. Institutions and Development 

Arjona Cela (PhD cand.)  

II. Poverty, Inequality and Development 

Bardhyl Almetaj Allushi (Msc.  cand.) and Ylber Allushi (Msc.  cand.) 

III. Human Capital: Education and Health  

Lorela Manjani (Msc.) 

IV. Urban- Rural Migration 

Viola Alla (Msc. cand.)  

V. Population Growth, Demographic Structure and Aging 

Esmeralda Jusha (Msc. cand.) 

 

 

PART III: EU ENLARGEMENT PERSPECTIVE AND CURRENT CHALLENGES OF 

WESTERN BALKANS 

I. Further Steps to Western Balkans Digitalization 

Amarilda Koka (Msc.) 

BOOK CHAPTERS



JOURNAL OF EUROPEAN 
SOCIAL RESEARCH

The Journal of European Social 
Research is a multi-disciplinary 
social science, blind peer-
reviewed scholarly journal 
published quarterly, in both 
hard and soft copies by the 
Center for European Studies of 
Epoka University in Tirana, 
Albania

Call for Papers Journal of European Social Research: Special 

Issue_ Peace in the Balkans, Peace in Europe: Lessons Learned

Journal of European Social Research (JESR) is calling for 

papers for special issue Volume 2 Issue 1. This issue will 

be published in September 2018.

Submission deadline: Authors are advised to send full 

papers only by CfP deadline of August 1st, 2018.

To submit: You will be required to open an account and 

upload your paper as a new submission or send the full 

paper and author’s/s’ bios by email at ces@epoka.edu.al

mailto:ces@epoka.edu.al


THESIS AWARD IN 
EUROPEAN STUDIES

Scholarship

 Teaching Assistant position for students who will 
pursue Master studies.

. 

 Research Assistant position for students who will 
purse PhD studies. 

 Lecturer Position for PhD holders

Publishing Opportunity 

Award receiving students will have their thesis 
published as part of CES Book Series.



EU OPEN LECTURES



EU OPEN LECTURES 
EU Policy on 

Education and 
Research”

European Economic 
Integration: Politics 

& Policy

Save the Planet: EU 
Strategy for 

Environmental 
Protection



CALL FOR PAPERS: PEACE IN THE BALKANS, 
PEACE IN EUROPE: LESSONS LEARNED

10 MAY 2018

This workshop aims to bring together in 
one platform academicians, policy makers, 
practitioners and Ph.D. students focused on 
peace studies and welcomes proposals 
that:

Present research works assessing the status of 
peace politics in the Western Balkan 
region especially in a time when peace itself 
is a contested concept and each society 
internalizes and implements it according to its 
own social, political and economic objectives

Analyze ways of spreading peace messages 
in the Western Balkan Region through political 
institutions and other channels of 
communications to make it part of a general 
effort to change society and to create a 
peace culture.

Assess the impact of European Integration on 
peace politics for the region.

Assists related state and non-state agencies in 
setting agenda for peace politics.



LIBRARY RESOURCES ON 
EUROPEAN STUDIES

Armstrong, H., & Taylor, J. (2000). Regional Economics and Policy. Oxford: Blackwell.

Arts, K., & Dickson, A. K. (2004). EU Development Cooperation: From Model to 
Symbol. Manchester: Manchester University Press.

Aydogan, M. (2002). Avrupa Birligi'nin neresindeyiz? : Tanzimattan Gumruk
Birligine. Istanbul: Kum Saati Yaynlar.

Bale, T. (2008). European Politics : A Comparative Introduction. Houndmills: Palgrave 
Macmillan.

Bel, U. o. (2005). The process of EU Enlargement in the 21st century: New 
Challenges. Bratislava: Banska Bystrica.

Borzel, T. A. (2002). States and Regions in the European Union: Institutional Adaptation in 
Germany and Spain. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Borzel, T. A. (2002). States and Regions in the European Union: Institutional Adaptation in 
Germany and Spain. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Bretherton, C., & Vogler, J. (1999). The European Union as a Global Actor.London: 
Routledge.

Chubarov, A., & Chubarov, A. (2001). Russia's Bitter Path to Modernity: A History of the 
Soviet and post-Soviet eras. New York: Continuum.

Cichowski, R. A. (2007). The European Court and Civil Society: Litigation, Mobilization and 
Governance. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Cini, M. (2007). European Union Politics. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

De Burca, G., De Burca, G. (., & Weiler, J. (2012). The Worlds of European 
Constitutionalism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Dinan, D. (2005). Ever Closer Union: An Introduction to European Integration.Boulder: 
Lynne Rienner.

http://ces.epoka.edu.al/cat-library-resources-on-european-studies-2324.html

http://ces.epoka.edu.al/cat-library-resources-on-european-studies-2324.html


Thank you for your kind attention!

ces@epoka.edu.al
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